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West London Urban and Sustainable Design Forum 
Workshop Report

Thursday 6 November 2008

Pitzhanger Manor, Ealing

The purpose of the workshop was to consider the proposal for a West London Urban and Sustainable Design Forum which was set out in a report for the West London Partnership. The report can be downloaded here. 
The agenda for the meeting is shown at Appendix A. The West London Alliance PowerPoint presentation downloaded here. 

The attendance list is shown at Appendix B. 
The workshop attendees considered the following two questions:
Do you think the forum is a good proposal and would you like to participate in it?

If so, what do you think its aims, terms of reference and activities should be?

Three groups considered the questions and then feedback to the full workshop meeting. 
Group 1 
There was a consensus in favour of a forum but at the same time participants had reservations about whether setting up a forum would be best use of people’s time 

The proposal was supported if:
· It brought together best practice –  the way to achieve could be by boroughs presenting what they were working on or having a theme for each borough, however it was highlighted that there would be different priorities for different boroughs.

· It was also suggested that Councillors need to better educated on best practice

It was further noted that a forum would improve communications and it would be beneficial for people leading large scale projects to disseminate information to others.

Group 2
The group agreed that it was worth taking the proposal forward and that there were benefits to cross-sectoral studies and learning from each other; awards and training were worth considering. 
There was agreement round the table that there was benefit in considering a regional strategic characterisation model to inform LDFs

There was also possible benefit from the Forum pulling together a group to look at pre-application stage development proposals but some doubt that the boroughs would go along with this. 

With regard to training it was noted that not many councillors from West London attended the UDL training sessions. 
Group 3
Generally the proposal was a good idea but it should not add extra layers to the actual doing of developments. For any forum of this sort to be effective it was important to bring together both the private and public sectors, which in turn would improve communications and sharing of knowledge and best practice. It would need to aim to make the best use of people’s time.

There could also be a role in engaging and inspiring young people in design, possibly linked to awards. The biggest issue for the forum would be to ensure a balance is maintained between the parochial and the strategic. 

Conclusion 

The workshop concluded that there was a consensus that the forum proposal was worthwhile. It was suggested that a detailed programme should be proposed for the forum; taking into account the need to make best use of colleagues time. It was further suggested that the forum should aim to incorporate the following;

· Good practice- sharing knowledge/ expertise in West London  

· Theme Sessions- setting a theme for meetings

· Site Visits to see what works and what does not
There was discussion about the form that the Forum should take; a virtual body or a series of meetings but it was noted that there was room for flexibility in structuring the Forum. 

It was agreed that the WLA should work with partners to develop the Forum further.
Appendix A

West London Urban and Sustainable Design Forum

Thursday 6 November 2008

PM Gallery & House, Pitzhanger Manor,

Walpole Park, Mattock Lane,

London W5 5EQ

Programme

4.30pm            Doors open: Coffee available: Networking

5.00pm
Event commences

Pat Hayes, Executive Director Regeneration and Housing

London Borough of Ealing

Welcome and opening remarks

Peter Bishop, Director, Design Development and Environment, London Development Agency

Role of design and importance of sustainability to London



Ian Nichol, Director, West London Alliance



Concept of the Urban and Sustainable Design Forum



Question and Answer session

5.45pm
Workshop session 

6.45pm
Chair draws the event to a conclusion, summarises key points from workshop session and proposes the next steps for a West London Urban and Sustainable Design Forum


7.00pm
Event concludes
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Appendix B

West London Urban and Sustainable Design Forum

Thursday 6 November 2008

Attendees

	NAME
	ORGANISATION

	Russell Harris
	West London Business Facilitator

	Maggie Urquhart 
	London Borough of Hounslow 

	Dave Carrole 
	London Borough of Brent 

	Darya Bahram 
	Lend Lease Projects 

	Rosemarie Wakelin 
	London Borough of Ealing 

	William Filmer-Sankey
	Alan Baxter & Associates 

	Robert Gurd 
	Ealing Civic Society 

	Esther Kurland 
	Urban Design London- Facilitator

	Lorna Pearce 
	London Borough of Harrow 

	Luke Tozer 
	RIBA

	Kevin Christie 
	Park Royal Partnership 

	Simon Brooke
	Park Royal Partnership 

	Phil Greenwood 
	London Borough of Harrow 

	Chad Nomoski 

	Buchanan

	Brian Finnimore
	Lend Lease Projects 

	Sarah Roberts 
	West London Alliance- Facilitator 

	Neil Wilson 
	RIBA 

	Barbara Woda
	London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham 

	Cllr Van Colle
	London Borough of Brent 

	Mark Brearley 
	Design For London 

	Claire Codling 
	London Borough of Harrow 

	Pat Hayes
	London Borough of Ealing 

	Peter Bishop 
	Design for London/LDA

	Ian Nichol 
	West London Alliance

	Shahnaz Abbasi 
	West London Alliance
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